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INVOCATION. 


Infinite God; we praise Thee; Creator: Thine is the power by which worlds 
and suns are in their places, and all forms of existence abide, in Thee, Who art 
Spirit, there is no form; but all the work of Thy law and creation that is vis- 
ible this hath form because of Thee. We praise Thee for creation; we praise 
Thee for that which preserveth life from change to change, from generation to 
generation, from cycle to cycle of time; and for that which is eternal, bound- 
less, uncreated, we praise Thee more and more. In the midst of darkness Thy 
children know of light, surrounded by all things transient they perceive that 
which is eternal. May every heart remember, and every life perceive that the 
knowledge, truth and love abiding in the endless state partake not of the change- 
fulness of time; may every one learn that the bloom of flower, fruition and 
the harvest are but names for changes in time but have no meaning in the 
eternal; and may all praise Thee for that which abideth forever: truth, love, 
wisdom, knowledge; these pass not away, but are forever enfolded in the eter- 
ual life. Amen. 


DISCOURSE. 


“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” 

With reference to treating ‘of the Bible we desire distinctly to say: that as 
a book with printing, paper, and cover, it is to us the same as any other book. 
We mean by this, that we are as freé to read it, as free to criticise it, as free 
to find discrepancies, as free to discuss its origin, since as a book, in modern 
type and binding, it cannot be the Book of God. What the Bible contains, 
that which is in it as spirit, that which essentially pervades it, may belong ` 
to a different realm, and that spirit when found is full of sanctity. 
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The bibles of all ages are compilations of the sacred writings of those na- 
tions, and as such declare the various inspirations, the workings of the spirit, 
and the dealings of God with man, among those nations. We have just as 
great reverence for the Shaster of the Hindoos, for the Zend Avesta of the Medes 
and Persians, for the Vedas of the Indias, for the Koran of the Mohammedans, 
as for the Hebrew Bible and the Christian Testament: because we consider. 
that all these represent the sacred writings of those nations; at the same time 
that which most nearly interests mankind today, unless they are engaged in 
making a living bible, is to know under what circumstances the living testi- 
mony came to be so recorded in the books of the Old and New Testaments. 

In the first place we ask you to separate your thoughts from the New Test- 
ament lin any manner whatever, i. e., go back previously to the beginning of 
the Christian era: for in order to understand the Old Testament you must do 
this. : 

The Jews do not accept the New Testament as a part of the Bible; their 
Bible is not the same in its full interpretation as that which is incorporated 
from their Bible and which now belongs to the Christian Bible. In other 
words, supposing yourselves in the Hebraic instead of the Christian Dispensa- 
tion;—which will not require a very great stretch of the imagination as the 
world is—supposing the Christian Dispensation had not begun. Then if you 
qualify yourselves. by a knowledge of the Hebrew language, by a knowledge 
of Sanskrit, and by a deeper knowledge which belonged to the Kabala, you 
are qualified to read the Old Testament, not otherwise. So any attempt or 
pretense to read the Bible without this knowledge is simply superficial and 
without results. The same is true of any attempt at its translation without 
this knowledge; for even with a knowledge of Sanskrit there have been so 
many different versions as to throw strong doubt- upon the whole. Without 
a knowledge of that which preceded Sanskrit, of Egyptian origines, the origi- 
nalin the Brahminical countries, and the Assyrian and Indian, thereican be no 
knowledge of what is imperfectly recorded in the Old Testament. . 

The Testament itself is divided into that which is a summary of the begin- 
nings, that which is a history of the Jewish nation, and that which is a record 
of the spiritual dealings of God with man through prophets, seers, and other 
instruments. There is still another division: the Pentateuch was the original 
Mosaic scripture, then the first ten books of the Old Testament were incorpo- 
rated; there came afterward those fragmentary records which partly were and 
partly not accepted by the Hebraic priests. All together there are several sub- 
divisions; these subdivisions can only be ascertained by those familiar with 
the scholarship of the periods in which they were compiled. 

For instance: in the beginning the name of God appears, afterward the 
name of Lord is introduced, and not until after the Children of Israel had be- 
come familiar with the knowledge of Jehovah, as Moses was, is the name of 
Jehovah introduced; but He declares Himself the same Lord, the same God, 
as the Jehovah of the Egyptians, showing that in the divine sense the Supreme 
Being was recognized under each of these names. 

The God or Aum of the ancient Hebrews was in Himself the unknown God 
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whom they worshiped before they entered into bondage; afterward they depart- 
èd from this original worship and fell a prey to the idolatrous customs of some 
of the Egyptians. But Moses who was reared in the king's palace, who was 
educated asa priest at the innermost shrine, was well aware of the mystic sym- 
bol, the meaning of which has been translated in the word Jehovah. 


In the original sentence from which this translation that we have first quot- 
-d is taken: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” there is 
nó meaning that is Hebraic; but if it is Egyptian, God would be Jehovah Elohim, 
that would be the masculine feminine divinity, including the creative power. 
If interpreted simply, God, it has no meaning. If you refer to the original 
sentence you will find that the translation is barren of conveying any meaning 
of what was intended, but that the Egyptian meaning would fill it with life and 
with purpose. The first word “beginning”? has been misinterpreted; people 
generally suppose that the beginning meant that there was nothing before the 
beginning; but in speaking of building a house you say: in the beginning I col- 
lected my material, wood, stone and brick, and then I intended to build my house. 
You do not mean that it was the beginning of all things in earth and heaven. 
but the beginning of that particular house. When you intend to sow the seed for 
the harvest, you say: in the beginning I plowed the field, but the field and ail 
that antedated it you say nothing about. Now the creative process means that a 
beginning is wherever and whenever creation is intended to take place; some’ 
where there are beginnings now; heavens and earths are being created. 


But wherever creation takes place it is superseded by the generic process. 
The process of creation, therefore, including that which is stated in the first. 
chapters of the Book of Genesis; by careful analysis you will trace four 
different lines of history, one comes from the Egyptian, and if you follow 
the opening sentence carefully and know what the Egyptian meanings are, 
you will find that the Jehovah Elohim means the creative power, that an- 
nounces it. Then all the days and nights or evenings and mornings, and the 
four streams near the Garden of Eden, are from other sources. 


The evenings and mornings are of Saban origin, and mean the night which 
precedes the day; i.e.: when anything is unformed itis night, it is the even- 
ing of its expression, it isnot yet day. You must remember that as the sun, 
moon, and stars were symbols of all creative processes, so the evening, the twi- 
light, was the precursor of the succeeding day: only one looks more ‘to the day 
than to the night, under the symbols of. these various degrees of creation. 
The evenings and mornings of these different days, therefore, were neither 
periods of time having reference to your day and night, nor cycles baving ref. 
erence to your larger day and night, but were simply that which preceded and 
that which followed the execution of the creative intention. 


I am on the eveof building a new house you say; that does not mean it is 
night when you intend to do it, although-it may be chaotic in your mind. Chaos 
is that which is yet unformed, night was from nox; which means unformed, 
so far as any thing is concerned; the intentions of Deity before they are. made 
to bring forth creative enactments, The evening is that which precedes, 
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broods over, the intention. “And the evening and the morning were the first 
day.” Meaning the first step, first creative enactment. 

Thé order of creation corresponds in the first chapter of Génésis, making al- 
lowances for mistranslations, to the geological arrangement of the earth and 
its unfoldment in generic order; of course there are flaws introduced, because . 

‘not understanding what they are interpreting, interpreters will go astray. If one 
take characters and simply know the literal meaning of them without knowing 
the meaning of the sense in which these characters are used, then one must misin- 
terpret; as there are several different meanings for every character in Sanscrit, 
and several more for all the ancient hieroglyphs and inscriptions of the papyrus 
from which therecord was compiled. Of course it means that the different periods 
of creation refer rather to that which was done than to any day or night. Six was 
the symbolical number of creation, so there were six evenings and mornings. 

The different orders of generation, making allowance for a few misinterpre- 
tations, were such as are geologically true; and the difference between the even- 
ing and the morning was the difference between that which precedes an act and 
the fulfillment of it, so that a different period of time was required, and whether 
a thousand, two thousand, or millions of years, that which precedes a given order 
of existence is the evening and that which follows itis the morning of that ex- 
istence. 

Seven was the harmonic number combining the sixfold life into one; and so 
literal, narrow, and feeble is the comprehension of man that he says this 
is the day God rested from his labor, making it a literal rest; any largeness of 
comprehension would understand that when a thing is finished one ceases to do 
that thing, that is all there is of resting from labor; there may be a thousand 
million other things to do; but that creation, the six successive steps which have 
vompleted the object for which the beginning was made have been finished. Nor 
does it mean that this creation filled the entire universe, there are creations and 
creations as said before; there are systems going out of existence and others be- 
ing created. ; i 

Creation differs from generation as a machine when it is being made differs 
from tbe machine when it is completed and performing its functions. When an 
engineer builds a steam-engine he is creating his engine, when it is finished it 
performs its functions and is no longer in the process of creation. This is the 
meaning of the first chapter of the book of Genesis, and all details are simply 
such as would naturally ensuein endeavoring to give in a small and literal sense 
that which really has reference to a large creative sense; so that the awakening 
of worlds from their state of being unformed into a state which is of form, (albeit. 
the matter, or substance as you term it, of which they are composed may have 

“been in thousands of creations before,) merely means that the process of creation 
is to occur, that Jehovah Elohim. the God-Goddess of the earth and heav- 
ens, begins creation, and the heavens and the carth are separated, that is, that 
which is to be called space and that which is to be called matter are divided. 

You will notice that there has been great doubt and difliculty expressed with 
reference to the order of creation as differing from the order of generic life at. 
terward, that different types and torms of life were created before there was 
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light; but the germs of all life are created inthe darkness, and even in generic 
life darkñėss is essential for all germination; so that it is not incompatible with 
the order of creation that there was creative power, but not organic light which 
is necessary for perfection after creation; for it must be known that everything 
is créated perfect of its kind, generically speaking, but in its organic state it re- 
quires the different conditions of organic life for its perpetuation, so after any- 
thing is created and the full generic order sets in, then the light and the various 
eenditions of earth, air and water are essential to its being carried forward; but 
under the impetus of the creative enactment, which is the same a under the 
spirit which can supersede even now the laws of organic life, the processes usual- 
ly carried forward in organic life were not required, for organisms had not yet. 
begun to be perpetuated under organic methods. 

The inverse of organic law is seen in what are called the miracles(wonders) of 
Christ, or if you want a still better illustration, one which is in the reach of all to 
know, take the control that spirits have over matter, superseding the laws of 
organic life, making or bringing flowers, creating forms that are not generated. 
and every way expressing the power of the spirit, in a limited degree, as was ex- 
pressed at the time of creation, showing that there is always a state in matter 
which the spirit can control if that spirit isin a state of creation, and showing. 
that the creative state being under control, the spirit is not limited by what is 
called organic or generic methods; so that when any one tells you that such 
and such a process was contrary to the laws of nature, you can say certainly, 
but not contrary to the laws of creation, and not contrary to the spirit; when 
any one tells you that the production of certain forms of manifestations are 
coutrary to the laws of nature, you may reply I know it, but the laws of na- 
ture are not equal to the laws of God, and spirit is greater than matter; so the 
Infinite always controls creation until creation is finished, when creation is fin- 
ished and generically goes forward its organic methods then control, but always 
in subjection to the higher power of the Infinite. 

It is not a mistake to suppose either that Jesus stilled the tempest or walked 
upon the waters, or did any other thing, that spirit might do, in contraven- 
tion of the usual laws of nature. Man interprets divine processes with literal 
methods; he is incapable of entering the realm of the spirit, therefore he would 
subject that which records the enactment of a divine intention in the for- 
mation of worlds to the usual processes of his treadmill life, the treadmill men- 
tality of every day, you must abandon this method or you never will under- 
stand any bible, any morethan you can understand the fine efflorescence of po- 
etry by making every figure of spevch a literal instead of a spiritual thing, any 
more than yon can understand music by simply saying itis only a tune blown 
through reeds or horns; music is that which is behind these, there is no music 
in pipes or reeds, but when Pan begins to play or Apollo tunes his lyre there is 
music: so in the secret interpretation of that which is not secret when you so in- 
terpret it; the record of creation stands Sphinx-like for him to solve who has 
the secret of the Sphinx; the riddle is not that itis closed to any man, but that 
only those having either the interpretation of the oracles or the oracles witbin 
themselves can understand it. In this sense the order of creation is perfect; in 
this sense there is noroom for the sun’s light until such time as the creation 
of certain orders of existence would warrant it; in this sense the division of 
land, water, and all things in the record constitute the absolute process of the 
order of the creation up to man, as nearly as any literal words can give 
the meaning of that which is essentially spiritual. 
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_ The creatjon of man and woman is recorded as nearly as may be perfect. 
In all other nations and ages there are different interpretations meaning the same 
thing; whether man is said to have come from an egg, or whether, as many 
of the Indian tribes of your western plains and mountains suppose, he came 
down from the whiteness of the moon borne by an angel of light, or in whatever 
manner genesis is expressed it means the same thing: that when the creative 
enactment had reached a certain stage, which was the preparation for man, then 
the last creative enactment was man. By the most subtle laws that pertain to 
the fore-knowledge of the soul and its divine origin the order of creation is ex- 
actly perfect: the conquering power is man who appears first, the conserving 
power is woman who appears last: together they sin, there is no sinning alone 
in life, and together they bear the penalty, departing from their state in spirit 
to the state of physical life; all this is in the order of creation. As soon as man 
and woman are here the creation is finished, i. e., the order is complete. Now 
it may have taken ten million, twenty million, or a thousand million years be- 
fore the earth was ready for the last creative enactment, or it may have been 
in a space of time less than one day; for you know that the power of the spirit 
is not limited to time, and the order of existence may: be such as could have 
been created in six seconds for that matter. We have seen, and you may have 
seen, out of the empty air a beautiful lily. unfold to bloom, ali in the space of 
a few minutes, and forms that appeared, more or less perfect, in the space of ten 
minutes, twenty minutes, or an half an hour; and surely this is a feeble illus- 
tration of that which in the Divine and Infinite Life is absolutely perfect. 

There can beno such thing as measuring the creative enactment by time, ex- 
cept for human convenience: certainly there is no convenience to be served in 
endeavoring to ascertain the time that it took fur creation; you may ascortain 
by absolute record the time of all the generations of earth, for there are-tracings 
on rock, and leaf, and tree, of the orders of generic life, but the process of crea- 
tion leaves no such record; that is absolute, it comes frome the Absolute. 

The Garden of Eden may or may not be local; of course there are always 
places in time for the expression of the first life of man, i. e.:. the life of every 
type or race. Itdoes not necessarily follow that one Adam expresses the entire 
udumic race; had not the earth passed the adamic stage new Adams and 
Eves would appear now in different parts of the world, as there undoubtedly 
was in their Eden time, ‘but this Eden refers to that Edenic time which was the 
beginning of your history. 

The four rivers—how sadly things are misinterpreted by the literal minds of 
earth—refer to the four streams of history from which this compilation was made: 
the Persian, the Brahminical in its most ancient order, the African which pre- 
cedes the Egyptian, and the Egyptian; and these rivers surrounded that Garden 
of Eden whichis there portrayed; meaning that Adam and Eve, and the sur- 
roundings are all approximates formed from these four histories, and intended 
to be an outline of the genesis of life upon the earth. By tracing them back 
through the Assyrian, Egyptian, and African histories you will find such wonder- 
ful traces as will show that every original term employed in this record were 
terms known to the Egyptians as belonging tothe incubation of things, the Suit 
Typhon, the mother worshiped of+all mothers in Egyptian countries; but the 
hieroglyphs and their real meanings were lost among the literal minds of the 
Hebraic priesthood, except in the Kaballa where all the mystic meanings were 
perpetuated, and the priests in the temples who afterward introduced this bible 
into Jerusalem could not understand the meanings of the hieroglyphs at all, it was 
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only that Moses understood, and that the tablets of stone concerning which so 
much has been said, which in truth formed the basis as it was supposed of the 
law, were simply the record of the law as commanded by the Divine Mind, and 
were incorporated from the ten Egyptian tables, for the ten tables in Egypt were 
sacred, as ten was a sacred number andit is perpetuated under the name of the 
Sephiroth, who gave these laws unto the Egyptians; they were reproduced by 
Moses to whom they were known, and as the inscription of the ten Egyptian 
tables could not be taken outside of the temples of Egypt of course Moses, for 
the benefit of the Children of Israel reproduced them for their government. 

Now up to the time that you have an account of the law from Moses, there 
is simply a compilation, that compilation includes the Book of Genesis, and it 
in its turn is a compilation of all the scriptures with which Moses became 
familiar, and which he as a priest in Egypt hdd access to by inspiration in the 
innermost temple. Thus if you read the first chapters of the Book of Genesis 
with this knowledge you will find that it is a true compilation of the various 
sacred records that preceded it, and is intended to explain four Dispensations,— 
that of Jesus being the fifth—and is intended to carry forward, in a religious 
sense known to the initiated, the sacred meaning of these four records; without 
that the narative becomes simply histgrical and is inblent then with the inspi- 
ration and prophesyings of the various records of the Children of Israel, with 
which the Book of Genesis has nothing in common, and, indeed, from which it is 
separated by the history of the Jews itself,which is a history of material bond- 
age and darkness, and spiritual degredation, which the prophets and inspired 
kings had just as much difficulty in controlling as your gardian angels have 
difficulty in controlling your daily actions to truth and righteousness. 


“THE YEAR OF FULFILLMENT.” 
| IMPROMPTU POEM; THE SUBJECT BEING GIVEN BY THE AUDIENCE. ] 


Long ages ago, upon a desert waste, 

A princess, traveling by the weary way, 
Dropped a blossom, it withered there in haste, 

And seemed a worthless thing for many a day; 
The seed, imbedded in a rocky place, 

By wind and storm, and desolation’s night, 
Seemed not destined to fill its native grace, 

But was shut out from bloom and human sight;— 


When one day a worn weary traveler, lone, 
Was journeying amid that rocky place,’ 
A blossom greeted, him the only one 
That he in all his weary round could trace.— 
By such fulfillment nature hath her laws 
From God, that blossoms idly thrown away 
Yield seed, and spring up without earth’s applause, 
And blossom on the weary traveler’s way. 


Long ages agone, swallowed in earthquake’s shock 
The fruitful tree, just ripening to the hand, 
` Imbedded was amidst lava and rock, 
There seemed but desert waste and death’s command ;— 


360 


The causes none can tell, why Providence 
Doth out of heaven send good and ill— 
And now, all unexpectedly, the portense 
Is found, the seeds buried long years fulfill 
Their growth, the orchard with its fruitfulness: 
Replenishes the earth’s dread wilderness. 


Such seeds as nations sow they’ll surely reap, 
Planted through sgunds of pain and battle strife, 
The record of their sowing earth shall keep, 
And in Nemesis’ name. give life for life; 


But if a prophet or a saint hath stood, 
Or patriot, begide the battlement 
And given forth therefrom the seed of good, 
Thrown just where in some awful hour ‘twas sent, 
Tho’ lost unto the sight its fruitfulness 
It cometh now answering the earth’s distress. , 


Long years ago a hope within the heart 

Might have passed out of sight within earth’s tomb; 
Nothing but dread ambition with its dart, 

Nothing but strife and turmoil *mid the gloom,— 


When, suddenly, by angel hands renewed 
The hope blossoms once more from out the soul, 
And all the darkness that the heart hath viewed 
Yields now its shadow to that blest control. 


Yes, and the seed that angel hands have given 
Unto the rocky and unfruitful soil 

Of human hearts, behold graciously heaven 
Smiles, earth with her gloom cannot despoil 


Those treasures; but each human brow 
Grows fairer, brighter, lovelier for the sake 

Of truth, whose fruitfulness appeareth how 
Unto the harvest which angels can make. 


Yes ‘tis the year for you whose trust and faith 
Have bid you climb unto the mountain height; 
Stand firm; for sin, and doubt, and svorn, and death, 
And that low, groveling thing of error’s night, 
That earth worm, policy, depart with fear, 
And the fruition of your. life is here. 


The shadows, lowering, no longer come, 

Above their darkness you have made your home, 
Where the rare glury of this year and day 
Finds its fulfillment there alway. 


BENEDICTION. 


May that perfect truth which is the foundation of all beginnings, and that 
perfect love which is the crown of life, guide you forever. Amen. 
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